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Amie Hsu
The school year is finally in full
swing again! To many of us, school is a
place we dread going to each day. We

all complain about tests and the massive
load of homework; however, we do not
realize that we are taking school and our
education for granted.

Recently, | was informed about a
non-profit organization called SOAR
(School Opportunities Across the
Republic) Foundation. The main goal of
this charity is to send destitute children
in rural China to middle and high school.
Although China currently has a booming
economy, the prosperity is usually
concentrated in only urban and industrial
areas, leaving the countryside as poor
as ever.

| became very interested in the
organization’s purpose, so | decided to
do some research. The statistics |
discovered on the foundation’s Chinese
website were shocking. In some rural,
western provinces, only small portion of
Chinese children have access to an
education. Many of these children drop
out after a couple of years of elementary
school because their families cannot
afford it. Overall, in China, almost one
out of four people are illiterate. There
was also a very touching story about a
young boy who could not pay the ¥10
yuan (equivalent to about $1.25
American dollars) weekly boarding and
room fee at his school. So everyday, he
would wake up before dawn and begin
his three-hour walk to school.

To be involved with the foundation
is fairly simple. To become a member,
you just pay a small fee per year. To be
more involved in sending these students
to school, you can “adopt” one middle
school student for $85 a year that
covers tuition, fees, books, supplies,
room, board, and travel. If you are
willing, you can also become a mentor
or a pen pal who advises and
encourages the students through mail.
Don’t worry! If you don’t know Chinese,
you can still correspond with the
students through a translator.

Lastly, why should we care? These



students are on the other side of the
world and are in situations we cannot
relate to. However, helping these
students will not just change their lives,
but also ours. Not only will education
broaden their knowledge and
perspective, but it will also open us to a
new and refreshingly different culture,
place, and people.

Amie’s birthday

wish to SOAR
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